2026 Talking Points - Unlocking your Personal Story
Ideas for Talking to Your Senator or Representative


Tell your story:
· Share the basics: who you are, who your child is, and whether you are a teacher or other service provider.
· What are your concerns? Define your struggles and concerns. Give real-life examples such as, “Teachers wanted to help my child, but they lacked knowledge on dyslexia,” “I was told to wait and that my child would grow into reading; however, now my child has been tested revealing that he is two grade levels behind in his reading/writing/spelling abilities.” or “My child is getting services, but they are not making any impact. The services are not evidence-based.”
· Share some positives: how has your child been successful with tutoring or other remediations that you have been able to provide? Has reading instruction improved, but not intensely enough to close the gap?
2026 Legislation:
· Express why the legislation is important to you. Example: Tell them how your student has teachers who want to help, but lack knowledge of dyslexia. Or explain the damage that can be done when teachers don’t understand the signs and symptoms of dyslexia and mischaracterize struggling readers as “lazy”, “not motivated,” or blame parents for not reading at home.”  Dyslexia PD will help correct this for 20% of MN students.
· Ask for their support on HF60 / SF1842  - two hours of dyslexia PD for educator license renewal covering: 1) the effects of dyslexia on the development of reading, 2) effective instructional needs for students with dyslexia, 3) the mental and behavioral comorbidities of dyslexia, and 4) defines district and state resources.

Ask them about their literacy position: Are they supportive? Be thankful for their time, even if they are not supportive!
“With your help, we can ensure that educators have the knowledge and resources to help students with dyslexia. I urge you to support this dyslexia professional development so educators can better understand and assist the 20% of students who have dyslexia. This will work towards closing the achievement gap and providing all students with an equitable education! I appreciate your time and support.”
Suggestions:
· DON’T: Convey attitude, anger, or frustration – leave out your emotions.
· DO: Sound empathetic, informational, rational, and educational.
· DO: Provide information and personal experience as a conduit to equitable education for all MN kids.


Literacy Facts:
· The science of reading is an extensive body of research and evidence, over multiple decades, that proves how the brain learns to read.
· The process of reading is the same for everyone, no matter your color, disability, socioeconomic status, or motivation.
· Research indicates that 95% of students can learn to read proficiently.
· Nearly 51.1% of Minnesota students were not meeting reading standards in 2024. (MDE, Minnesota Report Card)
· Students not proficient in reading by the beginning of 3rd grade have only a 26% chance of catching up, which contributes to co-morbidity associated with learning disabilities.
· Dyslexia affects 17 – 20% of the population.  
· Approximately 135,000 school-age children have dyslexia in Minnesota. (MN Dept of Revenue Analysis)
· 60% of dyslexic students also suffer from anxiety, depression, executive function, dysgraphia, and dyscalculia, which, when not supported or understood, may evolve into behavior issues and absenteeism.
· 19% of high school grads cannot read, which increases joblessness, substance abuse, underemployment, and incarceration. 
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